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Abstract

In the past, laws enacted in many countries held that a pet was simply
property, which would place the pet under the laws controlling property in general.
Current law on the rights of animals, however, in Thailand and many other
countries, imposes rules for the protection of animals. There is a new attitude
towards the treatment of animals in the world. The desire is to provide more
humane treatment and greater respect for the rights and welfare of animals than in
the past. Some countries allow pet owners to bequeath pets to specified
individuals, but in Thailand, when the owner dies, the entire estate of the deceased,
including the pets, shall pass to the heirs or heiresses. There is no mechanism in

Thai law to allow for the specific bequest of a pet.
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